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Fence and reſpect, and as a 
ſmall token of Jury and affection, the following Diſ- 
courſe, preached upon the ſolemnity of his appoint- 
ment, the late Federal Thankſgiving, is, with pro- 
found humility, and it is hoped without vanity and 
preſumption, rxscaIBED, to the worthy, honored and 
beloved Prtsipent of theſe United States of Ame 
rica, GEORGE WASHINGT ON—And that 
his adminiſtration may be eaſy to himſelf and ſuc- 
. ceſsful to the nation :—That the Union may be 
firmly and indiſſolubly cemented — That both the 
Federal Conſtitution, and the Republican Rights 
may be ever ſacredly and inviolably preſerved, and 
the National Debt economically annihilated : :— That 
he may long live, and preſide, as a Father, over an 
obliged, grateful people, and have the unſpeakable 
joy and ſatisfaction of ſeeing this young Empire, to 
| whoſe exiſtence he has ſo largely contributed, riſing, 
under his own foſtering, paternal hands, from ſmall 
beginnings, | to high, and Kill advancing perfection 


and glory, is the devout, raver of. * mene 
faithful and en, FA 
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Ir THE Sox + THEREFORE SHALL MAKE you FREE, | 


** SHALL a FREE. INDEED. 
1 | x ; | 


3 Mun are the words of our bleſſed Lord 
and Savior Jeſus Chriſt, and are worthy of 
I univerſal attention. | 

To be free is the natural, ardent with" of all man- 


kim; And although the bulk of the human race 


are /laves, yet they love liberty like life, and will of- 
ten hazard that, and every thing elſe to recover or ſe- 
cure it. The frequent, the bold, and tragical revo- 
lutions that have happened in the arbitrary ſtates 


and kingdoms of this world, in the ſeveral periods of 


it, * teſtify to the truth of this. 
* Wnar! but this inextinguiſhable love of liberty 


urged and excited the adventurous Americans to en- 
gage, at all diſadvantages, in the late unequal, but fi- 
nally /ucce/5fut war, with the parent, oppreſſive ſtate ? 
What, but this carried them through” repeated, 
through perilous; and diſcouraging, bloody cam- 
paigns, under their victorious 1 the renowned 
Captain of our femporal ſalvation, anti they had ob- 


tained their great object, and were arrived at inde- 
pendence and glory Hu, who has been thus diſ- 


tinguiſhed, may Heaven ill preferve and bleſs !— 


May God Almighty long honor him as an in 


ment of great good, to a grateful people, thus — | 


of the Lord=—cauſing him to ſhine in council, by his 
wiſdo 


_ heretofore in war, by his vigilante, his Jabion 9 

his fortitude and magnanimity. n 

1 AT, vp the ſame deep-roored paſſion Prompts. 
ee 


n, moderation and prudence, as he has done 
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ed the French Nation, our ſeaſonable atviliaries, to 


imitate our daring example, by which they have al. 
toniſhed the world ? What, but being animated by 
the ſame invincible ſpirit enabled them to pull down 
monarchy, break the fetters of tyranny, erect their 


free and indiviſible Republic, and eſtabliſh equality, 


in a kingdom of deſpotiſm, of various privileged or- 


ders, and a powerful ariſtocratic nobility? And wen 
we attend to the ſame fondneſs for liberty that ob- 


tains among all mortals, it lying in the foundation of 
all their happineſs, conſidered as individuals or ſocie- 
ties, as men or as chriſtians, it cannot, (after all this) 


be ſo much ſurpriſing, if the ſame free and indepen- 
dent ſpirit ſhould prevail, and ſpread itſelf irreſſti- 


bly into all the debaſed and miſerable regions of ſla- 
very, and: throughout the whole of a deſpotic world. 


Behold ! what a great matter a little fire kindleth ! 


The ſpirit of liberty ſpreads like flame, it rages like 
enthuſiaſm, and in the manner of lightning, and fire 
of electricity, when come within the ſtriking diſtance, 
ſuddenly flaſhes from breaſt to breaſt, and from one 


part under heaven to the other part under heaven. 


"Livery, it is true, may be abuſed, proſtituted 
and perverted like other gifts of God, and often has 


been. — So reaſon and revelation, thoſe choice and 
diſtinguiſhing bleſſings, have been treated in the 
fame manner, and been made ſubſervient to the ex- 
ecrable purpoſes of deception and delufion, of pride 
and parade, of wantonneſs, cruelty and luſt. But 
this alters not the nature and excellence of ſuch fa- 
vours from above They are ſtill in themſelves good 


and defirable, and deſerve our higheſt gratitude and 
Liberty, like Religion, has been the innocent, ac- 


cidental occaſion of many tragical and diſtreſſing 


ſcenes. But the exceſſes of liberty do not equal the 


madneſs of bigotry. The ſad and deplorable carnage 
in France, in conſequence of their late iruggles for 


freedom 


\ 


98 t 3 


freedom, Alb much Wort öß che drendtul hüvet d 
ſlaughter made in that populous kingdom, among 
the . Proteflants, a century paſt, in the reign of that 


ſyſtematic tyrant LEWIS XIV. when he revoked the 


famous edict of Nantz, which he had ſworn to main“ 
tain, and thereby let looſe the demon of perſecution 
for conſcience, in all its horrors, upon his numerous, 
virtuous and uſeful een ol a r e 
all over his domin ion. 141 8 


Ius worthy, the glorious — — of the. Son of 


God himſelf into our world, was; by the light and 


grace of his goſpel, to ſerve and . the cauſe 


1 e e liberty, in a more particular man- 


| He came to redeem: us out of the hands and 
1 our ghoſtly foes, even to ſet us free fromm 


ſpiritual thraldom, and introduce us to the liberty of 
the ſons of God. He came to lead captivity cap- 


tive, to open the door to priſoners; to call finners to 
repentance and righteouſneſs, and to deliver them | 


from the power of their Juſts, that worſt-of ſlavery.— 
He came to ſave a world loſt in fin; and death, by 


reclaiming and forgiving our iniquities, and redeem- ; 
ing us from the power of the grave. Theſe were en= 


emies from whole tyranny, nothing ſhort of a divine 


power cculd ſet us free. gut if the ſon ſhall make 


us free, we ſnall be free indeed. 
Tur Lok Jus CurIsT was a 5 Ate" and in- 


Aiructoriin the moral and religious way, he meddled 
little with civil matters, and the governments of this 


world. In this very pa 


of moral freedom, in his addreſs to his Jewiſſi hear= 


ers. He that committeth fin is the ſervant of ſin.“ 


He is bound and inthralled by his luſts and corrup- 
tions. But, ſaith our Lord, “ If ye continue in 


word, them ſhall ye be my diſciples indeed; and ye 
ſnall know the work, and the truth ſhall make you | 
free. Free from this ſpiritual bondage. 


Ten Jews, <ithes — ignorancly, ben to | 


1 8 


ſſage; our Lord is treating 
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of that 


time, tributaries to the Ramant. Our blefſed Lord 
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have miſtaken c our Lord's mnenddiehn, and ſuppoſed he 
was ſpeaking of civil freedom. At this they took 
umbrage. At touched both their national and /piritual 
pride, and it is not eaſy to ſay im u hich theꝝ abound- 


ed moſt. They thetefore; in a haughty, indignant 


tone, reply, « We are Abraham's feed; the poſterity 
tiend of God, and father of the: faithful; and 
were never in bondage to any man. They wanted 


to have it true, although againſt plain and notorious 
fact, that the deſcendants of ſuch a progenitor, and 
the favorite people of God, could never be enſlaved 


by the profane and deſpicable nations of the world. 


Had they not been inflated with this family and re- 
ligious pride, to a high degree indeed, they never 


could have uttered this palpable falſbood too open, 
and univerſally known, to merit contradiction or r 
futation. For they had been bondmen'in Egypt, had 
been captivated in Babylon, and were, at 3 very 


0 


therefore, does not ſtand to gainſay the falſhood, a 


provoke their pride and anger, to further difputation, 
but purſues his main argument upon moral liberty, 
and ſays, in anſwer to them, 44 whoſoever commit- 
eth fin, is the ſervant of ſin;”” intimating that in or- 
der to be free in the nobleſt ſenſe, they muſt» become 
the ſervants of righteouſneſs; which was conſiſtent with 
moral freedom, or. the very thing itſelf; But if they 
Santi nued the ſervants and ſla ves of fin; they muſt 
be caſt out of that Free commonwealth of Iſrael, in 
which they ſo much gloried. For “ the Ert 
abideth not in the houſe forever; this is the privi- 


lege of children, heirs to the family eſtate and inheri- 
N The ſon abideth forever. Moſes was on- 
ly a /ervant in the houſe of God, whoſe diſpenſation 
only pointed out, and prepared the way, for the * 

pel ot his Son; but Chriſt being the /o# and true! 


of that houſe, and according — a prevailing "lion 
DE hot =_— Fg the Penny's of redemption and 


adoption 


; * 
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adoption into that family, therefore, © if the Son ſhall 
Mule you free, ye ſhall be free indeed.” Free in the 
moral and beſt fenſe, by the forgiveneſs of fins, by de- 
rance from condemnation, and the fanctification 
6f your hearts to obedience,” | * the Power of his 
" Tits bore is che ſpitit and genius, not only of the 
goſpel, but the whole of that revelation, we have, 
kirk and laſt; received from God. Every diff penfa- 
tion breathes che fame ſpirit, both of moral 190 cigl 
liberty. Wherever the ſpirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty.“ Even the law and inftitution of Mo/es, 
compared With the goſpel, called the ſpitit of bond- 
Age, was yet founded in freedom, and was favorable 
to the cauſe of liberty. From bondag e and cruel 
fla very he delivered Ifrael in eppe. and under God 
_ eſtabliſhed a free government among them. A ſpi- 
rit of liberty inſpired the prophets of old, and they 
thundereu Judges againft' tyrants, and a dreadful | 
overthrow followed their predictions. Where ſhall 
we find thoſe ancient, deſpotic monarchies, famed 
for wealth, and power, and grandeur, "'Eeypr,* Tyre, 
Babylon and others, on whom divine vengeance was 
denounce d Seatedly: 1 traces of them are to be 
Wen 9 . TE 
Gon Fs the great ſovereign of the Ot es 
* a juſt zud merciful governor, and requires all his 
Ucegerents here upon earth to follow his example, 
Whoſe ways are equal, whoſe hudgments are upright, 
Who loves righneodſiicls, 'who Hates tyranny, and rules 
and governs by the immutable, everlaſting laws of 
_ reiſon, and not by arbitrary will and pleaſure. . The 
Lord God, righteous and omnipotent, reigneth, there- 
fore the univerſe is happy ; ; and let all W rejoice 
"- tremble before him. : 
Tur pleaſant; agreeable tag of liberty cannot be 
thought unfuitable to the particular, occaſion of this 
Jay's 9 called, as we are, by the voice and 
Ka recommendation 
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N 
recommendation of our ,worthy, and beloved Chief 
Magiſtrate, to commemorate the bleſſings of our new 
government, now more firmly eſtabliſhed by the ſup 
preſſion of a late unnatural, ill-adviſed. * 
called to rejoice in the happy proſpect of peace, 
both at home and abroad, favorable to our agriculture, 
to our navigation and commerce, and preventing, as 
we truſt, future and further diſtreſſes and illeg gal de- 
redations—and effected, may We be ae to ſay, 
Pp the moderate and pacific. meaſures of the executive, 
R the divine auſpices, and ſome peculiar ſmiles 
of providence, when the public mind, under inſult- 
ing abuſes, and repeated | injuries, began to grow 
haſty, impatient and reſentful. May the late treaty 
with Briarz prove happy and propitious. 
Tus intereſting, grateful ſubject before us is Lu- 
ER Tr, fair, inviting Jiberty, under. all her lovely 
forms, and perſonal Charms; together. with the plen- 
tiful, pleaſing YN "hich the poſſeſſion, of her pro- 
duces, in the lives an manners of men, conſidered 
as individuals; and alſo in the peace, ſegurity and 
proſſ perity of ſocleties, kingdoms, and, .commonwealths. 
Upon this Altar of God, let us offer. our ſacrifice. of 
raiſe, this day, and pay our vows unto; the moſt 
7 5 7 which our lips ou ve uttered, and our mouths 
have ſpoken, when we were in trouble. Werhave - 
called upon God in the day of our adverſity and he 
has delivered us, and therefore we ſhould glorify him. 
« For whoſo offereth praiſe glorifieth me: and to 
him that ordereth his converſation Ag: will I thaw 
the ſalvation of God.“ nm 
Tux doctrine of liberty is is a a Copions. as well as cm- 
| fortabe theme It opens to our contemplation, a 
large, but flowery field; we can only juſt taſte of its 
ſweets, paſs over its ſeveral arts, and take a. a. | 
tranſient ſurvey of the whole. Liberty is of ſeveral 
kinds, and is connected with a great variety of ob. 
19, re e both life and godlineſs, Ins, Outward 
ana 


4 


and the inner man, the preſent and the future life 
Objects that are perſonal, common, ſocial, moral 
that relate to nature, government, religion, Gent” 
Foz the ſake of method and order, ſhall arrange 


wha I have to n on _ On Unger the _ 
en heads. 


my ; er common 1 N 
i; II. N olitical, civil liberty. e 
eee; Moral, religious liberty. is 


| All important, intereſting, and highly 1 of at- 
tention, and calculated for our eee * 
latter ſo more eſpecially. 


I. NATURAL, common li ger. This may "A brich 
conte ne. Me conſiſts in thoſe rights and liberties, 
Which the God of nature has liberally beſtowed upon 
us all—a right to uſe and improve the powers and. 
faculties, both of body and mind, with which he has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to diſtinguiſh and endow us. 
—A liberty to defend and preſerve our perſons and 
 hves,- our limbs, properties and rightful poſſeſſions, 


againſt all unjuſt invaders, 'who through ut and av- 


arice, through cruelty, pride or envy, would unrea- 
ſonably deprive us of them. —A right to diſpoſe of 
ourſelves, and what is ours, to purſue our inclinations, 
amuſements; and means of ſubſiſtence and comfort, 


reaſon and nature; or any ſocial bonds, and decent 


rules and orders of UP" e e we are already 


under. 
Fon it nuit be enten derüch and defi particu- . 


lar attention, that no natural liberty gives men a 


right to be libertines, or renders them late, for all 


are under law to God and nature. In the moſt per- 


febt ſtate of nature, free from all ſocial and domeſtic 


, (whenever this may be a" ſuppoſed caſe 


1 25 ob 


1⁰ far forth, as we thereby 1 injure none of our fellow 
features, or burſelves, or violate any of the laws of 


. - —— S Soils 


E } 


with mankind) they are ſtill bound by * lawus of 
reaſon and everlaſting righteouſneſs; which cannot 
be diſſolved or diſpenſed with. Children, minors, 
and dependents, under parental government, and 
family controul, and ſuch as are confederated and 
leagued together, for ſome certain, temporary pur 
| py are hereby deprived, for their own good and 
fir, of ſome of theſe natural rights and liberties, 
even in what we call a fate: of nature," or where no 
public, civil government obtains. For from we 
laws of reaſon and nature we cannot be freed a 
releaſed They are interwoven with our make an 


cConſtitution, and to ſet us at liberty from them, would 


be the ſame thing, as to deſtroy and unmake us, 
There is no ſuch thing in nature, as a. right, or privi- 
lege io do wrong, ſo long as the nature of things re- 
mains. That is a miſtaken idea of liberty, that 
places ĩt in ſuch eee privilege as this. Some 


unthinking people may idly imagine, that to be free, 
is to be at liberty to do juſt as they pleaſe, without 
regard to rule or law, but there is no ſuch thing. 


We are naturally and neceſſarily under law, as rea- _ 


ſonable. beings, and cannot be otherwiſe,.as long as 
we continue ſo. The true notion of liberty conſiſts 
rather in the privilege or licenſe to do vigbi, or what 
we conſcientiouſſy think to be ſo; and in purſuing 
our true happineſs, in this way of well doing, without 
any hindrance or controul from others. Fhis 1& 
genuine liberty, and all that we are capable of, and 
can have. With ſuch a liberty as this, neither nature. 
ar the God of nature ever interfere.— And whenever. 

our fellow- creatures do, _ then become our. ty. 
rants and whenever we quit this c gur Own 

accord, under the falſe m_ of being ſtill, more 
free, we then make flaves ol ourſelves, and loſe . 


erty iuſtead of gaining itt. v4 
IIx liberty, in the e ſenſe of it conſiſted 
inen en rem al r licenſe, 


2 


> 
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* right or wrong, and one thing 28 well a8 anothe 


er, then neither Cukisr or bis apgiles-had a right 
underſtanding of it, for they conſider in as Slavery, 
and to be made. free, according to the goſpel, is to 


become the ſervauis of righteouſneſs. Even the royal 


la of liberty, is ſtill a.law, and the happineſs and 


freedom of the ſons of moral liberty conſiſts in their 


voluntary ſubjection and obedience to it. Thus 
the ALES of natural liberty has inſenſibly led 
us into thoſe of the moral and ciuil kind, for they all 
ſtand in a near en and Lenses wih _ 
his," Tbereses ) 


5 11. N pr literty, is now. in courſe to 
be attended to. And let it be obſerved, that to ſe- 
cure the aforementioned natural rights, in the beſt 
manner, is the very end and deſign of all political 
inſtitutions, and civil combinations. When laws 
and government, ſubſerve theſe valuable and intended 

purpoſes, the people are free and happy. But when 


= caſe is otherwiſe, and theſe rights are invaded, 
and theſe natural liberties are infringed: by the civil 
authority, the government becomes tyrannical, and 


the people are made Haven 2 the very power that 
| was ly def ned to protect and n their 
ade, uy 

Wrak and amgerſe&; morals form. theraſclves 
voluntarily into ſocieties and communities, whether 


grenter or leſs, for their mutual intereſt and * 
may be able to effect thoſe things collectively, "which 


by their united wiſdom and ſtrengt 


they would be altogether unequal to, as individuals, 
and acting in a private capacity that they may the 
better plan and project the means of their common 
—— and emolument, the ways and means of ac- 
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ing property, glory, opulence, or any earthly, 
d firable good; and then, that by their united force 
5 — may carry ſuch concerted 8 . 
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and deſigns into execution that they may /ecure 
ſuch ble ings when acquired, and defend themſelves 
in the quiet poſſeſſion Fr 
Mex that are in full poſſeſſion of all their Mu 
liberties, would not combine in ſocieties, and form 
conſtitutions and political bodies, were it not for 
. thoſe valuable, important ends, that could not be ſo 
well obtained without i it. For under ſuch civil, ſo- 
cial combinations, it is a plain cafe, men cannot en- 
Joy all the natural rights and liberties before men- 
rioned—rhey may not be their on judges and 
avengers, when the State has provided laws and ju- 
dicatories for that purpoſe they may not purſue 
their own private intereſt and advantage in direct 
oppoſiyzon to the public good, and eſtabliſhed orders 
of the ſociety.—They cannot but feel themſelves un- 
der reſtraint in ſeveral reſpects, and ſubjected to ma- 
ny duties, ſervices and expenſes, that are unknown 
in a fate of nature. But then this is only giving up 
freely /ome natural rights, the better to ſecure the reſt 
—and by thus diminiſhing their liberties, they in- 
creafe their ſecurity, peace and happineſs, and gain 
infinite benefits, that otherwiſe AIRY: muſt. renuin 
ſtrangers wing: {7.5 1 Ms 
PAR Ex TAL government is Jndagd forth in na- 
ture. But all civil governments are ſuppoſed to be 
originally founded in compact, and the great _— 
of their inſtitution; to be the public good. This, at 
leaſt, is the caſe with regard to all Free governments, 
ö however many others may have derived their exiſt- 
ence from avarice, ane conqueſt o or n wick 
e&fources;” n ee 1 t 
It muſt be nibwed thar all the great, e e 
communities and civil confederations that ſpring 
from mutual conſent and agreement, are, in a ſenſe, 
ſelf=created ſocieties, as well as ſuch leſſer ones, in an- 
other ſenſe, that are ſometimes generated within the 
bowels of the greater, whether for the purpoſe of their 


preſervation 


1 


preſervation or demolition. Such a kind 1 ba | 
nation in civil ſociety, (pardon the idea) though it 
may ſeem to ſuppoſe ſome diſorder in the political 


body, yet there may be no dangerous, alarming 


ſymptoms, in a good and healthy: conſtitution, what 


ever might be the caſe in one that was in/ane=—t 


was grown corrupt, and tending faſt to a diſſolution. 


In the latter caſe, a zeal for a revolution might poſ- 
ſibly be laudable and à patriotic virtue in the former 


it merits reprobation, __ muſt de efthemed baſe and 


deteſtableee © 
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Alx rule and government feen ee 
and degrees of ſtanding. There muſt be ſome to 
govern, and others to be governed Some to com-. 


mand and ſome to obey Some to be employed in 


one part of the adminiſtration, and ſome in another 
— Some in one kind of ſervice of the commonwealth, 


and ſome in another. But yet they are all one body, 


and neither the head ot eye can ſay, to the hand or 
the foot, I have no need of thee. All the members 
of the community are uſeful and neceſſary in their 
ſeveral places and departments, and all are 8 5 
in legiſlation, and matters of adminiſtration and gov- 
ernment, either by being elected into office them 
ſelves, or electing others. And it is required of ev- 
ery one that he act his part well, and honeſtly, and 
| ty diſcharge the duties of his e ſtation ; 


In huge, wis „ and when diſtin 
ſtates. are united, the expedient of -r-pre/entation, in 


later ages eſpecially, is ſubſtituted -in the room of 


Ye that perſonal attendance; that becomes impracticable. ih 
And where ele#ions are free, full and rightly l 7 


_ tioned, there is all the liberty the nature of the 0 


will admit of. ' Efpecially % Fr the /upreme Exect.. 1 
tive, inſtead of being hereditary and abſolute, is alſo. 


ee at reer 2 and Uinite? in the exerciſe 
= 7 of 
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power by the general compact, and funcatnen 
8 ples of the conſtitution and un en. 
nd can have a right to complain of 4705 enact⸗ 
ed; -or taxes levied by ſuch a government as this? 
chat can juſtify rebellion and inſurrection in ſuch 
A tate of ſociety, formed and modelled by the voice of 
_ the people, and voluntarily taken upon themſelves? 
Soc a government is our own—the government 
of theſe United States of America. And O! What a 
Cauſe af joy and rejoicing is - to us? Happy is the 
people that is in ſuch a caſe! | While other rations 
are various ways enſſa ved, and groan under a load of 
tyranny and oppreſſion, we feel ourſelves wad and 
exult in liberty and independene. . 
Wi are now, bleſſed be the God whe kuletk 
among the nations, reaping that harveſt of liberty 
and ptoſperity, Which was ſown in the teils and 
blood of our heroes; under an excellent conſtitution 
of government, formed by the united and deliberate 
wiſdom of our patriots and ſages: a conſtitution 
which contains within itſelf, the means of peaeeably 
dortecting whatever faults or imperfections tire, er- 
perience, or a change of circumſtances, may diſeover. 
—A government, gion the 4ill:adriniftration of 
which, the people at large are provided with the 
moſt effectual remedy, in the frequent return of thoſe 
feafons, in which they exerciſe their weben 
both the legiſlative 105 executive branches of 
er: under which, they cannot be enſta ved, but 
through their own inattention, venality, or corrup- 
tion of manners; and againſt the ruinous effects of 
theſe, no form of government ean ſecure them.“ Pet 5 
us bleſs God this day, as for peace, ſuppreſſion of 
diforder, and general proſpetity, fo for the: 1 
of conſtitutions of government, Which unite, and by 
their union oftabliſh Uberty wir order.“ For 
life, health and patriotic virtues of their ſuprem 
common head For proſpering our allies, and therein | 
the general cauſe of peace and liberty. III. 


'J t7 ] 


t. +Reiacious, moral liberty. When we pet 
vl the perſon who is the ſubject " moral liberty, let 
it be premiſed, that we mean one, who is a proper, 
moral, free agent, capable of judging for himſelf, and 
diſcerning the difference between moral good and 
evil. The true notion of moral liberty, ſeems, as 
before obſerved, not to conſiſt in a licenſe or privi- 

lege granted to a man = evil, and to be as wick 
n he pleaſes— Though at the ſame time it is ſup- 
poſed; that as a freeagent he has ſuch a power: But 
It — in a freedom from all violence and con- 

; ftraint, 1 in reference to thoſe things he apprehends 
to be right, and to be his duty, and as fuch e 
or eſſential to his happineſs. , 

Jo think and judge for ert is bo ns 
right of — beings: And if neither nature or 
nature's God ever infringe upon this ſacred right; 
much leſs may any civil power or authority among 
men interſere with it. For ſuch power. — author- 
ity, on the other hand, is committed and deſigned for 
the purpoſe of protecting and defending theſe very 
rights of nature; as far forth, as. is. compatible with 
the ſtate of ſociety. And if the God of nature, I ſay, | 
| has endowed us with this liberty, free from all com- 
pulſion and neceſſity, i in the-conflizution.of things, then 
ſurely no mere civil, human power on earth has a 
right, by any forcible, coercive meaſures, to deprive | 
us of it. According to this idea of moral and re- 
ligious liberty, they may be conſidered in relation to 
che government of God, and the governments of 
this World. Or in oppoſition to the 2oercion of hu- 
man laws, and ta any ſuppoſed neceſſity in nature. 
The firſt of theſe, for diſtinction's ſake may be called 
_ religious liberty, the latter ora! liberty.” We cad 
pee ach of theſe ſeverallyy ): 
% Reri610vs, liberty, conſiſting in a get o 
. exemption from human e and legal 
| amd 8 matters * 2 e : 
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and either ignorantiy or preſumptuouſſy, undertake 
that which is foreign to their office, and does not fall 
within their proper province!” Civil government i 
a creature of this world. The kingdom of Chriſt is 
not of this world. All civil foci 
with the preſent ſtate of things; and che reaſons" 
its exiſtence terminate here. But religion has a fur- 


When civil . take upon them to Habliſb a | 
religion, and eſpecially without ble#arion in fav Of of 


ferupulous Dilfenters. and thereby bind the ce. 
ſciences of men, by decreeing confeſſions of faith and 


forms of worſhip p. ſubverſive. of the right of private 


judgment, they then invade the nao. of God, 


ety will be diſſolved 


ther reach, God and eternity are the mote noble and 
grand objects of it. Religion has reference to the 
Deity, and not only ſo, but it is more eſpeclally con- 
verſant with the beart, and the work of the inner 
man: — Whereas human laws are chiefly concerned 
wich the ontevard aH, and have reſpect to the 
rights and intereſts of thoſe worldly ſocieties,” that 
are only. the work and fabrication of mortals here 
W. "F 
Anxp dias "What enen of blood and eurhage, 
d been occaſioned by the civil power thus ſacri- 
tegtoufly intermeddling with things our of their Une, 
and beſide: their acknowledged Juriſdiction? The 
human heart is paired at the contemplarton of thoſe 
murders and maſſacres, i thoſe eruelties and inhuman 
barbarities, that have been perpetrated by | Papants, 
and eefpecially by fuck as have profaned the name of 
Chriſtians, in carrying into execution „ origin 
ing, bloody edicts for the fond: and domineering par- 
poſe of effecting aimniformity in wiede 5 
Uſhing un univerſal Orthodoxy. "OE: Dares 
Bur O! how diftant'this from e rü Y Hbers 
and behevolent ſpirit of che goſpel ? What” indig- 
nation and compaſſion: is roufed in every genere 
8 the. recollection of ſuch moge den 
we Tok 18 of Adule 


1 
abuſe; gf een Violation of. the rights. of na- 
ture ! In this way the moſt odiovs byprcri/4 has been 

encguraged and bunten, while Kere, beuge 
ETD innumerable, has been facrificed upon 
her infernal altar. But we have ſome _rcaſon. to 
hope that thoſe ages of bigotry and barbaxiſm are 
naw. paſled.— That a more enlightened and liberal 
ſpirit prevails, —And that mankind. have at 2 
dliſcovered their miſtake, and deluſion, anf are 
— convinced that truth and virtue are ont to be 
propagated by force of ume. and that perfecution 
fariconſaience,,i is not only wwrea/onghle in itſelf, but 
ineſfedlual alſo to Nabe Hale purpoſes of a religious | 
Trang y. 4 1 
AER E 3 be ſomething.) in the moral world, 
pms to ge lion and reaction in the material. The 
dude native. liberty reſiſts the force gf religiqus 
| opprelf ion. And it is found that perſecution per- 
petijates ſchiſm, but that /eFari/m, left to itſelf, will 
lapguiſh and die away, were for want of oppoſition, 
o feed and ſtrengthen it. The reaſon of it ſeems to 
be chis, that beſides 2 certain obſtinacy in human 
nature, which. makes it loth to yield to oppoſition, 
the flock of Chriſt has ſuffered ſo. often, and ſo much 
lor their religion, agreeable to the Ptediction of their 
great Shepherd, that ſome. may be led te imagin, 
chat this is the great and. diſtinguiſping character 
, iſtie of true chriſtians, and upon this account 0 
leok upon themſelves as Chriſt's peculiar, contractec 
little flock, when. they have no other mark 
them, ic ſhew that they are his ſheep, but only that 
they ſuffer, perſecution. But this being removed, 
their claim is loſt, and they naturally ſink into 


| nothing though, for various reaſons,. ſome - ay - | 


 - contitive longer than oihem, It was ſaid. by | one of 
the Fathers, in the days of pagan. perſecution, . the 
dhe of ＋ a li is te KS. 15 the e 5 
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e how long has it been before that /age obſerva«- 
tion could be __ to a practical principle? How 


two burdens of civil and religious bonda 


own to the moſt valuable and v 


principal and happy deſign of being deli 
the opprefiion of gh is that we might keep 


branch of that liberty chat relates to religion, we dif: = 
ſos e by the name of moral. OE «42 HA pln; A by Da "Ty * 


though 


they, Lang hams” and: e Acne domini 


Ft & 3 


many bloody a perſecution labored in vain, to 
gai n its ends, A force and violence, Over th 8 
gentle trith and lterty that, Incheww peruſe; are both - 
invincible, „ ont 6 i AO Ny FUL 261955, 
'Haeey Arias 1 0 under a fe eden « 
tution of government, and that leaves religion to the 
choice of its votaries - that exempts them from all 
thoſe penal, ſanguinary laws, that e vice in- 


ſtead of virtue, and that tend to increaſe ng than 


ditniniſh religious diſaffection and a party - ſpirit. Let 
us pity the enſlaved nations, bowing down der the | 


ay for the univerſal prevalence of- that — — | 
which we enjoy, and at the ſame. time — our 
Let it not be ſaid of American libdrey, that it pre 
duces luxury and licentiouſneſs, petulence and party 
that it ke infidels, deiſts, libertines and k T 
But let us uſe our liberty as not abuſing it.” or weve : 
ered _ 
fate e FF 1p! Rog: '2 

Bur time at not permit to -anlargethcrs/ aan 
might wiſn. We proceed thereforè to the othe 


LI ER Tx. under this view; is conſidered in opp 


fition to two things, human webkneſc» and eee, 7 


and a certain, ſuppoſed recall en 2 


my moral world, CV. $4 batt woes W453 Fl 7 an 7 * x 


Io the firſt of theſe, ſhall: only briefly-obſe ved: .. 
That as legal coercion infringes the'outward liberty, 
it cannot controul the heart : ſo the lug and 
paſſions of men have an ill aſpect upon 
liberty, in general; and in che ſame proportion that 
100. 12 
dhe 


ane, The 


— 
their liber. ; ISTH ITE 10 TRAY-T 
I is fror een Query, ie tyranny "of % 
more eſpecially, that the Son makes us free. UN | 
end of his coming into the world, was to reftieg "an 
fave it To recover finners from their a ſtacy, and 
bring them back to God and goodneſs.— This he 
effects by his enlightning word; and powerful grace 
—by the overtures of pardon, and the hope of ne 
mortality. He allures them by his promiſes;'he de- 
ters them by his threatnings, he draws them By his 
kindneſs; he aids them by his ſpirit; and in hort, 
uſes every proper, moral mean and motive to operate 
upon their hearts and confeiences," their fears n re 
| — * 2 1 and laudable E 
_ ob boree and compulſion, like worldly: yi =” 
but by applications adapted too their reaſonable ME. 
ture, and efficacious in the moral Way. He gains 
. their bearts, and ſo makes them willing in the day of * 
his power. And then they are free indeed —free 
from the uſurpation of mee and the you both WW. 
ſin and death. bil \ 4 v6; Js Wt vr 10 1 . 5 
Bor I muſt haſten to 5 laſt Confiderärtbm Of nb "= 
erty; as it ſtands contraſted to a ſuppoſed ##teſity'in 
the nature of things, and government of the Moſt 
High. And in order to form a right idea of this, 
we muſt conſider what, in its own nature, is Hiceſſary, | 
and hat is voluntary, and make the proper diſtinc- 
1 ne This is What may be called e 
doctrin un nete u. Ne en 
s (Tas works is commonly divided into Mora „and tbl 
rmer comprehending the rational, 
accountable part of the creation," RON to the laws 
O Hberty, reaſon und mortality NE alter com- | 
Ani part of . 


bject to paſſive, neceſſary d ech tal laws. 1 | 
Len nd * ſeem to be the diſtinguiſhing = 
n | 1 e 


two, in the very nature of things, are contrary the 
one to the other, and muty 


8 3 80 that when we contemplate the as N 
feel the reaſon in ourſelves, of attending only to 


mon ſenſe, without puzale and per plexity s keepi 
up the line of diſtibction between moral and natura 
philoſophy, not ſuffering them to invade and diſturk 


Bur philoſophers, metaphyſicians, and ſo 
and theological. writers, not contenting themſelves 
with ſuch a plain, fimple acc 


flint and neceſſity that of the other. es Bs 


4 


Tusss two, at the firſt bluſh, appear wholly ineon- 


ſiſtent with each other. Where liert lakes place, 
vecelſity is excluded, and ſo, on the ther hand, where 


neceſſity takes place, liberiy is excluded. For theſe 


» , 
ually expel and deſtroy 
a * * 8 L 1 2 & 44 —_—_ PA adi in a * 4 ; . . ks F 4 Fe 
each other. een is F {i ' RALES enn 1 E he * 2 2 
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moral world; we 


ſomething that is, in itſelf, a&/e; Free and voluntary, 
and confine our views to things that-relate-to-req/on, 
inlelligence and choice. When we contemplate the 
natural world, we look for nothing, and find nothing, 


Me commonly confound theſe oppoſite, contrary 
things together, in our reaſoning, any more than we 


. : * * E o + FY'\ - | 
do eb and. ſpirit,” action and paſſions, mints 1's (94 


As theſe two worlds are eſſentially diſtinct fror 


each other in their natures. and properties, ſo we con- 

ider them as eſſentially and neceſſarily ſuhject to 
diſtinct and oppoſite laws, wholly incompatible with 
| one another. Liberty can have noth ing todo with 


things merely m 


hand, neceſſityr has no concern with things purely 
moral. And) idence are not 
out Uf the world wine ah he ie hagen eng 


et God and Proyidence are not ſhut 


Ius, as I take it, is conceiving of the mattet in 
the popular; vulgar manner, or according} 0 com- 


each others provinces.” FF IRS 


2 a a 
the foundation of eyerl 
r 2 . By * e 

* 0 g 3 F : 1 5 { p F 
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theſe different and diftina: ideas together, introduc= 
ing a fatal neceſſity | to what is uſually called liberty 
and moral apency,'or elſe a certain liberty connected 
to the idea ef neceſſity. Hence it comes to paſs, 
that we find ſome have carried their notion of ne- 
eeſſity, to fuch'a length in the moral government of 
God, (if upon their prineipies any ſuch government 
may be admitted] as ro annthilate all freedom, ana 
ſubvert the very foundations of morality, making all 
things equally neceſſary and unavoidable 1 by 
the whole ſyſtem of nature. Others, althoug 
allow the a n, bf moral agents to be ey 
are conſidered as neteſſary at the ſame ne Though 
they act with perfect liberty and ſpontatieity, Jet 
they could not pofffbly act otherwiſe than they 86. 
Their actions are both i he and neceſſary : 7 and 


fo liberty and neceſſity re confifte t ah 
in the ſame'perſon. © af pa fer dee 
Tax ff of theſe is the thorouph-fir 


His plan of uniyerſal neceffity; could it be EY 
ſupported, would not only overthrow religion and 
_ all diſtinctiens of virtue 4 vice, but would likewiſe 

demoliſm all human laws and their ſanckions, all 

criminality; and the obligations of juſtice between 
man and man, For no man En de accountable or 
ithable"for thoſe things that are, it . dyn 4 — 

boxe, neceffary and 8 1 1 
7 Bor However the Fatal dope ei 
_ Tofophical ſubtilty, ro difentängle hin Nag 97 
uneafy fetters of moral alen ns, and ſecure im- 

ff sgainſt the vengeatice bf aver, yet ſuch are the 
© prevailing notions: 50 mankind ce moral 

_ good and evil, and the laws of fociery built open 
chem; that after all, through che ab and cruel 
politicks 6f wen arid nations, the Crimes they "would 
impate to Him, mi wk fill expoſe kim to the gun. 
thror gullews—For mute Tat fb 


kind ein never 
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7 But upon this principle of abſolute, unre- 


Bas en fit to endow his rational offspring with the 


„% Q 5 OB EO 


| Patrons of virtue and piety confine themielves: id 
Fier within their proper line, and that relate to 8 


g BM Non is it cafy'to conceive what occaſion tht! is, 


kw fo ** upt 


not he eng ae of theit' own r 8 3D 
Or the other fpecies of modern , a bette 
opinion may be enen becauſe, although they 
end liberty and neceſſity together yet 

they fo far forth, pi yn their ſentiments to 


by the common 1 of mankind; as to confider men 


as free agents, and therefore accoùntable creatures, 
and indeed, to allow chem to be poſſeſſed of moral 
Uberty! in as high a degree, as though there was noth- 


ing nzceſſary in the caſe, and it were poſſible for them 
to chooſe and act otherwiſe than they do, And by 


theſe conceſſions appear to ſecure all the rights and 
Intereſts of liberty and morality, excluſive of that 
ſcheme of neceſſity, of which they are ſo very tena- 


rained freedom, what have religion and morals e 
a to do with any ſuch favorite cheme of ne= 
ceſfity ? Though a conme#10n be admitted, yet if God 


divine power and gift of liberty, and they conduct 


With the ſame perfect freedom, as though 77 Provi- 


dence 1 25 not 1 and controul 4 natural wd 


| 8 al neceff ity, * is 275 Jifconnefted 1 Swings and 


mary, as that they can; and do, exiſt independently | 
on it 2. Surely this might be left to phrlofopbers and = 
theorifts,. while the. , preachers of righteouſneſs ang 


Ez. 7 


their own immediate and facred profeſhon, and that 
reſt upon a very different bottom. K 


upon theſe W 3s for A of this claſs, to 4 
i'the doctrine of the div X 
ie ſever, 9509 1 


. 5 5 Ys 
fo 18505 in the abſolute, arbitrary: mndeſpare.e ſenſe 
of i it; as though it was with: 4 view to reconcile the 
ſuppoſed diſpenſations of Heaven to their plan of 
neceſſity in the moral world: For if moral agents 
act as freely as though there was no ſuch plan, "then 
religion and morality are not affected by it at all. 5 

Bur this naturally leads to che inquiry, Why, this 
being the caſe; was this hypotheſis of neceſfuy in 
moral matters, ever introduced to che religious world 

at all? And what purpoſes does it anſwer, and what 
end does. it ſerve in W and morality 25 It may 
bee 0 "hath 8 ARG 2s, 
Weir re d 10 l proper Fatalis, it is pia a 
6 natural to pn that he means and wiſhes to ſap 
the foundation of all religion and moral obligations; 
and by the deſtruction of liberty to put an end to i * 
acountableneſs, and having opened the door to Heen- 
tioufneſs, give men leave to live as they liſt. 11 ME 
Ax reſpect. of the ocher ſort of necgfſarians, r may 
booblericd, that, beſides many paſſages in thes wly 
Feriptures, which, at firſt! ſight, appear'to favor fach 
a neceſſity, and immediate, direct agency in the 
moral world, an upon the wills of men; beſides 
this, I ſay, 48; yg to proceed upon the ſuppofi 
tion, that. "The" Tal itions and actions of moral,” f fee | 
agents cannot be foreknown' without a chain of necel- 
 faxy, cauſes to produce them: there is ſomething ſo 
__ uncertain and precarious in the choice and conduct 
of free agents, that without ſuppofing ſuch a necef- 
_ tary connection of things, there could be no certain 
_ infallible judgment formed of then; as we can con- 
enn of. No principles, even for Omniſcience, to 
proceed upon, in orger to inveſtigate ſuch futufe 
e and conſequently. the plan of divine 
providence muſt be perpetually. diſconcerted. Sorfic 
reat writers, as well as ers, ſcern & to have 'e entered 
nto this lentiment. N n 


1 * 9, 92.1 
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only may de attended to. But gan there be any 1 


occaſion. for ſuch an bypothe/is. 88, this, if W in- 


quired into? Is the know ledge of an omn iſcient 
Being, a thing that. is acquired, and not rather natural 
and eſſential, like his other unlimited perfections? 


And muſt it be ſuppoſed that the all- perfect 1 5 IT 


obtains 18 s knowledge of: future contingences, or any 
thing elle, in the way. ot reaſoning. and , inference, 
like his frail, imperfect creatures, and not by direct 
view and immediate antuition ? . Though bard for us 


to conceive of the thing in this. latter ſenſe, yet, un- 


leſs it implied a plain and palpable contradiction, 


What tight have, Ve, Who are hut of yeſterday, and 
comparatively know nothing, to affirm. with. bold. 
nels and confidence, that, ſuch. knowledge is impoſ- | 


ſible i God, whoſe underſtanding i is infinite? 1 


Great, modeſty. becomes us in diſquiſitions. * 


abſtruſe and incomprehenſible. That we have no 
adequate conception of ſuch knowledge, or are able 


edged; but does our igngrance and imperfection, in 
any meaſure, diſprove the fact, or cauſe it to be a 
incredible thing t 


1 


et Lin ablenefs of 5 in Jo 

dundation of this. enten 3 
3 divine 1 futu * | contingens 

FRY where. there is a nece/ſary connection ſubſiſt.. 

ing, is ſuppoſed to be eaſily conceived of. And why 

ſhould it be thought that the great moral Goyerno 


of the world, who is intelligence itſelf, ſhould not 
foreſee ſuch kind of futurities, likewiſe, where * 


1 only a voluntary;and. not. a-weceſſaxy conneftion 2... 
Is it not natural and agreeable to, common ſe 
to ſuppoſe, that he 


and gave it freedom, i 1s; able to foreſee. its operations, 


and all the choices it will il Takes without Kaen It 


1 | . N 1 eh e 1 5 


1% 4 


to explain how the, thing 18 done, is readily acknowl- : 


an R 
"at God thould 1 5 ſuch. knowl- 
edge, and render it ineom tible with att # And 


who formed the human [a 


/ 


1 
choices neceſſury? Is not this U ory bo the 
wiſdom and perfection of that God, whoſe thoughts 

and ways are high above ours, like the heavens, above 
the earth? If the thing cannot be true, or is incred- 
ible, becauſe the manner of it is abgve our concep- 
tion, and exceeds our underſtandings, then many 
other things cannot be received as truth, which ney- 
ertheleſs we readily aſſent and concede to. God' ; 
preſent knowledge of the human heart and all the 
thoughts and imaginations of it, under all circum- 
ſtances, is ſomething incomprehenſible to us, and 
which we cannot conceive of, and ſo is his eternity, 
infinity and immenſity,” and yet we Nh not ' : 
theſe things, inconceivable as they are.” 
IA aware, that to argue, in this ente Her 
from the omniſcience of God, his Karchng 4 
heart, foretelling contingent events, and the like, 

| would be to reaſon /inconcluſively, and not'reach the 
preſent point; for the queſtion is, not Whether God 
foreknows all things in the moral as well as natural 
world, for in this I ſuppoſe all are agreed; but how 
he knows them, whether by direct intuition, or by 
means of ſome neceſſury non of things. 
meant not therefore to reaſon or inquife upon col 
: principles. But would now obſerve, that we uſe the 
word foreknowledge, as it reſpects the omniſcient Dei- 
ty, not in the ſtrictly proper, but improper ſenſe, and 
as accommodated to 'our manner of conceiving and 

5 inveſtigating things; who by nature are ſubject to a 

conſtant ſucceſſion of time and ideas. But this is 

. not the caſe with an exert, rpg ar and un- 

8 changeable Being 8 

Ir therefore what hay bean aid be not fark (or 

Jv us only conceive of the great firſt eauſe, as 4 uni- 

_ 'werſal Being, to whoſe infinite mind all things are 

rever pre ent, and with whom is no ſucceſſion, no 

aft or future ume, and this will remove the diffi- 
| * ag it reſpects "what" is called the 

OE 5 


may be ſeverely reprobated + becauſe! kong 


w, 25 0l God. 1 eee 

t to the Deity, who changes not, then his 

0 , properly and philoſophically ſpeaking; 

is not converſant with fulurities, but only with — 
pre ent, that are all open and naked before him. 

/ i WHAT occaſion, I Tay then, for the e den of 

{ | ach a neceſſity taking place in the ſcheme of prov- 

dence, as carries the appearance, at leaſt, of inter- 

—— with that freedom in moral actions, which is 

the very thing that conſtitutes thoſe-aCtions-vi virtuous 
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Is it not enough that he who has made av evils 
own. image, "CI 11 es, has endowed us 
with liberty, and left the — it to ourſelves, as the 
nature of che caſe ſuppoſes and requires. And then, 

. ee what _ — — 8 ie 


merel a, in a- fied foppoke, phyſical — e 


affecting liberty and morality, it is of little cunſe- 
uence to divines, and not worth contendling abaut: 
N if che neceſſamaus of the preſent or any age have 
ther views, and enda, to ſerve, beſides accounting 
for the divine pre/cience, as above, ſuch far3nſtanoe, 
as the reducing and lefſeying the odium and malig- 
nity of fin, * God himſelf the direct author of 
moral evil, or juſtifying ſorae fancied, and. nartioular 
di -nſations of Heaven that 1 6 


deſpotiſm to ſupport them, or the like, Factions 


the Deity. ns a falſe character, and givingiawrong = 
idea of his:goverament;. has a tendeney to debauch 
and — human heart and temper, and hurt 
the cauſe of vintut and mortality. And ever thing 
3 unſaund dectrine, or proper \bargfy.: 0 


1 


(ok 


guck any more than any werent — *** 
| the ſame. The mere knowing, however fnfalli * 


what will come to ran Saab have no effect 6 


in producing i T. . 1 ' | . * et $54.9 47h q -y 1 . l FT Ky „ 
IIx ſhort, he chat . n a ee 


and ordained that we ſnhould act freely, — 


what he decreed and ordai 
the thing, God may be ſaid to decree ſin and its con- 
ſequences, as well as other things, that ſeem more 


correſpondent to his holy nature, and benevolent 
character. And upon this ſame principle that our 


freeſt actions, originating from ourſelves, are in the 


God, (who gave us this liberty, and knew how we 
ſhould uſe W many paſſages in the holy ſcrip- 


| tures, which, at firſt ſight, appear to conſider God 
as the author of moral evil, or effecting it * i 


terpoſition or decrees, are eaſy to be underſtood, a 
explained, conſiſtent with human liberty and | 


divine character. The decrees of God may — 
place in che moral as well as in the nauiul world, 


but in as different ways as thoſe worlds are difterent 
in their reſpective natures. The divine decree of 
giving liberty —— the effects oſ it in the 


waluntary way, as much as the decree of giving /laws 
1 


do mutter, drarers che e ch 


heir actior originated — 
and yet it was at — ſame * 2 f 
council; and forek 
. —— 


; has dectced 


uſe therefore we make of our liberty, it is eoymiunally 
d. And in this view of 


event, the ſame as the appointment and decree f 
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ve gi 7e u y fre: ag ene „ we have” done "x eligion 

7 Bages eh confidered UE ebe er its foi 11 
views and forms, natural, civil, W and — 
and have endeavoured to be as conciſe as the nature 
of the extenſive, intereſting ſubje& would well ad- 
mit of, and yer I have" need perhaps, to aſk pardon 


for the pro 125 of the diſcourſe, if not for ſome other 
things befi 


fide. ' I ſhalt' now cloſe all with''a few 
practical reflect be and exhortations. I reſoice for 
my own part, at being called, as we are, to attend the 
folemnities of this day. There are ſpecial- occaſions 
that call for acts of devotion and divine worſhip, at 
of the ſtated ſeaſons, on” Lord's-days. They may, 
indeed, have been multiplied vaſtly too much, in 
ſome churches, and to the neglect of ordinary and 
ſocial duties: And this may be the caſe alſo among 
ourſelves, in ſome places, and at certain times, When 
preaching and religious exerciſes are continued night 
and day, till the minds and imaginations of many 
being diſordered, uncommon effects are produced, 

in ſudden, extempore "converſions, that often iſſue, 
neither in the honor of religion, or 3 their 

dwivſondirion and moral characters. 8 | 


and en us with the management 

and the improvement of the gifts of nature and of 

fortune ? Then let us take heed that we —_ not 
the privilege indulged to us, to the injury of our- 
: Klees hang hers e wherher - we 5 or drink, 
whether we are in action or at reſt, whether we ex- | 
exciſe our rational, or bodily faculties, our heads, our 
hands; dur tongues,” or whatever elſe we do, let us 
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| ap from all pn * 3 are 7 5 — 4 — 
God. — That the chriſtian grace and liberty. wherein 


we ſtand does not conſiſt in a permiſſion; to do evil, 


teouſneſs. For in order to make us free indeed, by 


his ſon, God now, commands all men, every where, 
to repent, to reform and amend their ways, becauſe 
he has appointed a day, in Which he will judge the 

world in righteouſneſs, by that ſame Son of man. 
How much does it become us therefore, under ſuch 
an apprehenſion, to exerciſc ourſelves always to have 


à conſcience void of offence towards God, 22 
wards man. For we muſt all ſtand at the judgment 

ſeat, of Jeſus. Chriſt, to r eee e eds 
7 done i in 1 Ray 5 

AN religious Fand under civil governmenys,. ag 
à natural tendency to encourage virtue and. mort 
goodneſs It opens and enlarges. the mind 
* knowledge, and favors lirerature—it i inſp 
with fi 


activity, and prevents idlene/s, the mother of vice ar 


miſchief. Tyranny and oppreſſion. ha ve the right eo 1 
1 trary tendency and effect they debaſe and A 


r ce, and flothfulng "= 


the mind, and encourage ignorz 
For who. would labor and toil for. an uncertain; prop- 
erty, to be ſnatched from the owners and right hei 


by the hands of rapacious tyrants? What bean mn 
| en > 


men have to lay chemſelves out in ways of. 
and induſtry, principally to ſupport, in 


idleneſs 


P 


* — * v* 
xo 0 ng, TOC 


but on the contrary, that being made free from ſin, 
we might thereupon become the We of. righ. | 


AAA 
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nneſs and intrepidity it excites induſtry = : 


luxury, a ſet of. 2 Lat mg 4 n the 


t „ 1 


and the fruit of their Labors; as Won us ft is 
brdught forth. In ſuch a gloomy, diſceor ging Rate 
 ofthingy, all enterprize ſickens, the fiſter arts hang 
_- thew heads, and the ſinews of all uſeful buſineſs are 
_—_—_—. trade: agrieulture, manufactures. The ſtate 
It of our country, bleſſed be God, is tight the reverſe 
. ofthis. And in ſuch a ſtate of things i it is, in an 
eſpecial manner, our duty as a people, wich devout 
reyerence and affectionate gratitude; to acknowledge 
_ our many and great obligations to Almighty God, 
and to implore him to continue and COR 1 0 
bleſſings we experiehee,® LADS 8 
Ix behoves us to add economy and frugality: to in 
| duſtry and activity To guard againſt luxury, difh- 
pation and vanity— To encourage learning, ſchools, 
ares, and every uſeful branch of buſineſs among our- 
1 ſelves, and to ſtrive and endeavour to become ſtill 
5 moe independent, and more” content with ſuch 
things as we have. Let our land of liberty produce 
in great abundance, the fruits of righteouſneſs and 
fobriety, the ſocial and benign virtues „together with 
the true fear of God: while ignorance and impiety, 
ſuperſtition and eruelty, flouriſh only in the regions 
_ of defpotifm, the ſoil in which they chiefly delight. 
Let us bleſs God for the light of the glorious goſpel; 
ant tor the bright beaming of the Sun of righteouſs 
mel n us. Let us thank God moſt devoutly for 
that clear and comfortable revelation he has been 
pa to make to us from above, and not make 
him a Har, by diſbelieving that well atteſted record 
he has given of his Son. And white we adhere 
ſtedfaſtly to the great, the plat and fundamental prin- 
eiples of Chriſtianity, ler us carefully guard apainf 
trifling controverſies, idle conceits, and fuperſtitious 
fancies and fooleries, on 9 ⁊ 75 one” hand, and on the 
bers! inft 'a perverſe Iuſdęliiy —againſt the olds 
Deiſm and difegard ol divine revelation ; 
2 mable 2 17 77 F 2 
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Orc and une, 
2 ee F Las God made us e 3 in his 
own moral, intellectual image, and done honor to 
human nature in giving man dominion over the 10. 
er creation, then let us ſnew ourſelves Max, — 
wich becoming izhity, and act the part of reaſonable, 

as well as Sail beings. - Such as are elevated 
to fule over orden, ſhould know how to command 

| themſelves. 15 all faves he is the greateſt and moſt 
—— is enſſa ved to his luſts. He that com 
mitteth ſin habitually is of the/devil—Sin and Satan 
are his maſters accurſed drudgery l too degrading 
for the meaneſt of mankind; how much more ſo for 
the Potentates and great men of the earth! Vet 
how many that rule, and cruelly tyrannize over 
_ others, are thus ſunk and debaſed't' For who does 
not Know that all are ſervants to that, whatever maſ- 
der ii hom they yield themſelves ſervants to 
; $i But he! is the man of freedom, in the moſt 
noble ſenſe, who has the command of himſelf, who 
dan rule his own ſpirit, command his own paſſions 
and appetites, keep under his body, and make reaſon 
the rule of his conduct who fears God and Walks 
uprightly, and orders his converſation aright. He 
that is maſter of himſelf is a Kine.” Bloody heroes 
conquer others, he ſubdues bimſelf, a world greater 
and better than that without him. To take a c * 
is now-a-days, a trifſe. He that gets poſſeſſion of. 
the world within, is greater than Ale nander. 9 
though a man may acquire univerſal empire, he may 


burt has a kingdom in-reverſior, as à recompenſe of 
his former valor and virtue. He therefare is the frec 


2 M — and become the ſervant of God, has His 
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yet die a ſlave to his Vanity and luſt.— But the /elf- fs : 
Mor, is not only a>glorious conqueror, af preſent, 1 


and happy man, who being delivered from the . f 
3, and the. . 9 life. 4 5 0 
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f | nts own. expreſſive, - 
pertinent words, praying, that under our VOUS ad. 
N and numberleſs hleſſings, God would. pre- 
« ſerve us from the arrogance: of proſperity, and: from 

e 2 SO we, enjoy; by. delufive 
©, purſuits —di {poſe us to merit the continuance: of 
* his favors, vy, not abuſing. them, by our. gratitude = 
7 for them, and by a correſponding. conduct as Citi- 
de zens and as men—and render this country more 
* and more à ſafe. and propitious:afyhum for the un- 
* fortunate. of other countries, Extend among us 
ie true and uſeful knowledge—diffuſe and cſtabliſh 
& * Habits of ſobriety, N morality and piety; and. 
© tmally, impart all the-bleſſings'we-poſſeſs,:or alk 


0 for ourſelves, to the 
To. which let 


prayer of the royal Pſalmiſt, the man aſter Gas 
Own, heart, the Father, and fir of the kings of Lrach, 


. a little accommodation, «© God:;be merci il un- 


bleſs us: and,. caule bis face to ſhine 


us, 3 


vs” here: in America, a people highly , favoredyithat 


Worship 50 adore, that fear and. ſerve; him, formed 
by his han 1 into, 39 independent nation, and. into 
Whose Ky ul ſion he has given ſo large a ſhare 
den Is n Continent, that thy Way may go 

n upon! this, quarter 


8 


the ©. earth! among 


oe, * tribes of barbarqus ſavages that in- 


* 


the ſalutary light, en of the goſpel, may. ww ” 
Ae ihe all? the Wan, cone e. 5 8 5 
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r. this, wide and waſte wildernels: and. ner 


that in conſequence of thy J 
bk le appearances for us“ thy. = | 
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le family of mankind . 
only add. the catholic, . 
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